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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word or phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes each
sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

1- My mother was a very strong, ........ocevveenenns woman who was a real adventurer in love
with the arts and sports.
1) consecutive 2) independent 3) enforced 4) subsequent

2- The weakened ozone ................... , which is vital to protecting life on Earth, is on
track to be restored to full strength within decades.
1) layer 2) level 3) brim 4) ingredient

3- Reading about the extensive food directives some parents leave for their babysitters, I
was wondering if these lists are meant to ease .................. feeling for leaving the
children in someone else’s care.
1) an affectionate ~ 2) a misguided 3) an undisturbed  4) a guilty

4-  He is struck deaf by disease at an early age, but in rigorous and refreshingly unsentimental
fashion, he learns to overcome his .................... so that he can keep alive the dream of
becoming a physician like his father.
1) ambition 2) incompatibility ~ 3) handicap 4) roughness

5-  With cloak and suit manufacturers beginning to .................... their needs for the fall
season, trading in the wool goods market showed signs of improvement this week.
1) anticipate 2) nullify 3) revile 4) compliment

6-  Sculptors leave highly .................. footprints in the sand of time, and millions of

people who never heard the name of Augustus Saint-Gaudens are well-acquainted with
his two statues of Lincoln.
1) insipid 2) sinister 3) conspicuous 4) reclusive

7-  To avoid liability, officers were told that they need to .................... closely to established
department rules and demonstrate that probable cause for an arrest or the issuance of a
summons existed.

1) recapitulate 2) confide 3) hinder 4) adhere

PART B: Cloze Test

Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or (4) best

fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

The first organized international competition involving winter sports .................... (8)
just five years after the birth of the modern Olympics in 1896. Known as the Nordic
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Games, this competition included athletes predominantly from countries such as Norway
and Sweden. It was held eight times between 1901 and 1926, .................... (9) all but
one time. Figure skating was included in the Olympics for the first time in the 1908
Summer Games in London, .................... (10) the skating competition was not actually
held until October, some three months after the other events were over.

8- 1) was introducing 2) was introduced
3) introduced 4) has been introducing
9- 1) with Stockholm hosting 2) and Stockholm hosting
3) that Stockholm hosted 4) Stockholm hosted
10- 1) despite 2) although
3) otherwise 4) notwithstanding

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following three passages and answer the questions by choosing

the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

PASSAGE 1:

Evaluating land for agricultural purposes is essential for ensuring successful farming
operations and maximizing productivity. The first step involves analyzing soil quality,
which is critical for crop health. Soil testing for pH, nutrient levels, organic matter, and
drainage capacity can provide insights into its fertility. Additionally, understanding the
soil type—such as sandy, clay, or loamy—helps determine which crops are best suited
for the conditions.

Next, assess the land’s topography. Gently sloping land is often preferable because
it facilitates drainage and reduces the risk of waterlogging. It is also important to
evaluate water availability, including proximity to irrigation sources and groundwater
access, as consistent water supply is vital for crop growth. Furthermore, consider
climate factors such as temperature, rainfall patterns, and growing seasons, as these
influence crop selection and yield potential. Proximity to markets and transportation
networks can also impact the feasibility of getting products to consumers. Lastly,
review local agricultural policies and zoning regulations, as these can affect land use.
By thoroughly evaluating these factors, farmers can make informed decisions that
enhance productivity and sustainability, ultimately leading to a more successful
agricultural venture.

11- All of the following, according to the passage, give us information about the fertility of

land EXCEPT ................... .
1) crop rotation practices 2) soil pH determination
3) the nutrient levels in soil 4) the capacity of soil drainage
12- Knowing the soil type, as it has been stated in the passage, .......ccoevvenees
1) determines planting schedules 2) helps select suitable crops
3) increases water retention 4) improves crop varieties
13- Being near markets and transportation networks, according to the passage, ......cccceccenee. .
1) affects product distribution 2) enhances irrigation methods
3) increases yield potentials 4) leads to informed decisions
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14-

15-

16-

17-

18-

19-

The underlined word “thoroughly” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to ........ccc.c.... .
1) casually 2) completely 3) directly 4) quickly

The word “venture” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to .......cccceeeeue. .

1) diversity 2) product 3) project 4) selection

PASSAGE 2:

Soil biotechnology is an innovative field that utilizes biological processes and organisms to
enhance soil health and fertility. This interdisciplinary approach combines microbiology,
agriculture, and environmental science to address challenges such as soil degradation,
nutrient depletion, and contamination. Soil is a dynamic ecosystem, home to an array of
microorganisms, including bacteria, fungi, and protozoa. These organisms play a crucial
role in nutrient cycling, organic matter decomposition, and the overall functioning of
terrestrial ecosystems.

Through biotechnological methods, scientists can harness the potential of beneficial
microorganisms to improve soil quality. For instance, the application of biofertilizers, which
contain live microorganisms, can enhance nutrient availability and stimulate plant growth.
Mycorrhizal fungi form symbiotic relationships with plant roots, increasing their access to
water and essential nutrients.

Another promising area of soil biotechnology is the use of bioremediation techniques to
clean contaminated soils. Certain microbes can metabolize pollutants, such as heavy metals
and petroleum hydrocarbons, thereby restoring soil health. Additionally, soil biotechnology
contributes to sustainable agricultural practices by promoting practices like cover cropping
and reduced tillage, which enhance microbial diversity and improve soil structure. As the
global population continues to grow, the demand for food production intensifies, making soil
biotechnology a vital component of modern agriculture. By leveraging biological processes,
soil biotechnology not only supports agricultural productivity but also fosters environmental
sustainability, ultimately contributing to food security and ecosystem health. This innovative
approach represents a promising path forward in managing one of our planet’s most precious
resources—its soil.

According to paragraph 1, soil biotechnology focuses on ................... .

1) developing synthetic fertilizers

2) revitalizing soil health and fertility

3) isolating all microorganisms from soil

4) combining the interdisciplinary approaches

The underlined word “array” in paragraph 1 is closest in meaning to .......ccccceeuee. .
1) appearance 2) activity 3) collection 4) source
What role do mycorrhizal fungi play in soil biotechnology?

1) They measure the beneficial substances available in the soil.

2) They decompose organic matter through plant roots.

3) They help plants absorb more nutrients and water.

4) They enhance soil contamination reduction.

Bioremediation in the context of soil biotechnology, according to the passage, is a ....cccevevrnes .
1) process removing contaminants, pollutants, and toxins from soil

2) method increasing plant size by eliminating certain microbes

3) strategy using soil biotechnologys as a vital component in modern agriculture
4) technique promoting practices like cover cropping and reduced tillage
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20- The writer’s tone in this passage is .......ccoesereees
1) skeptical 2) amusing 3) crltlcal 4) factual
PASSAGE 3:

Soil erosion is a significant environmental issue that involves the removal of the top
layer of soil, which is essential for plant growth and agricultural productivity. This
process can be caused by various factors, including water runoff, wind, and human
activities such as deforestation and improper agricultural practices. As soil erodes, it
loses its nutrients and organic matter, leading to diminished fertility and increased
vulnerability to further erosion. The consequences of soil erosion are far-reaching,
resulting in reduced crop yields, loss of habitat, sedimentation in waterways, and
increased greenhouse gas emissions as carbon stored in the soil is released into the
atmosphere.

To combat soil erosion, various soil protection strategies can be employed. One
effective method is the implementation of agroecological practices, such as crop
rotation, cover cropping, and reduced tillage. These practices help maintain soil
structure, improve organic matter content, and enhance water retention, which
collectively reduce the risk of erosion. Cover crops, for instance, can protect the soil
surface during the off-season, preventing erosion by wind and water. Additionally,
constructing physical barriers such as terraces, contour farming, and buffer strips can
effectively slow down water runoff and anchor the soil in place. Reforestation and
afforestation initiatives also play a critical role in soil protection by stabilizing the soil
with tree roots and reducing the speed of water flow across the landscape. Community
awareness and education about the importance of soil conservation are essential in
promoting these practices. By fostering a collective commitment to protect our soils,
we can prevent erosion and ensure the sustainability of agricultural systems and
ecosystems. Ultimately, implementing effective soil protection strategies is vital for
maintaining soil health, enhancing food security, and combating climate change,
making it a priority for policymakers, farmers, and environmentalists alike.

21- The best title for this passage is ......c.cceeuerees
1) Strategies for Soil Conservation and Preventlng Soil Erosion
2) The impact of Technology in Enhancing Agricultural Productivity
3) The role of Community Awareness in Soil Protection Initiatives
4) The historical Significance of Soil Conservation Practices
22- Which sentence, according to the passage, is true?
1) Agroecological practices such as crop rotation and cover cropping can effectively
reduce soil erosion.
2) Reforestation efforts are ineffective in stabilizing soil and preventing erosion in
agricultural areas.
3) Soil erosion primarily occurs due to natural disasters and cannot be mitigated by
human intervention.
4) The consequences of soil erosion are limited to agricultural productivity and do not
affect ecosystems.

23- The underlined word “fostering” in paragraph 2 is closest in meaning to .........cccceeuu.e .
1) answering 2) displaying
3) controlling 4) strengthening
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24- It can be inferred from the passage that ...................
1) community awareness initiatives are less 1mp0rtant than technical solutions in
combating soil erosion
2) soil erosion is a minor issue that does not impact climate change or greenhouse gas
emissions
3) soil conservation practices are only necessary in regions with high agricultural activity
and not in urban areas
4) the implementation of effective soil protection plans can lead to improved food security
and environmental health
25- The author of this passage tries t0 .....ccccervvecane

1) present historical examples of soil conservatlon practlces in agriculture

2) utilize statistical data to support claims about soil erosion and its effects

3) integrate various soil protection procedures to address erosion comprehensively

4) compare different agricultural methods and their impacts on soil quality and resilience
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Turn C=M=Y,K=0 (Tolerance 0.1%) Graphic into Gray: no
CMM for overprinting CMYK graphic: no
Gray Image: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Gray Graphic: Apply CMYK Profile: no
Treat Calibrated RGB as Device RGB: no
Treat Calibrated Gray as Device Gray: yes
Remove embedded non-CMYK Profiles: no
Remove embedded CMYK Profiles: no

Applied Miscellaneous Settings:
Colors to knockout: yes
Gray to knockout: yes
Pure black to overprint: no
Turn Overprint CMYK White to Knockout: yes
Turn Overprinting Device Gray to K: no
CMYK Overprint mode: set to OPM1 if not set
Create "All" from 4x100% CMYK: no
Delete "All" Colors: no
Convert "All" to K: no
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